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pipe, and Co flop the Bleeding : Bat on Tryals I have 
ifeen of it, though I may believe it innocent, yet I am 
Cure 'tis not infallible. 

Fig. 6,7, 8, 9, i o, r i, I*, 13. Shew Eight feveral In- 
(Iruments made for paring, the Naifs, at which, in Chi- 
na, the People are very curious and dextrous. Thefe In- 
ftrurnents are each of them fhaped like a Chizzel. 

Fig. 14. rep^efents a kind Oi Inftrument, called, in 
China, a Champing Inftrument. Its ufe is to be rub'd 
or roul'd all over t tie Mufcular Flefli. It is like an Hor- 
fes Gurricomb, and is laid to be ufed after the fame man- 
ner, ancl for the fame Purpofes that they are made u(e of 
for Horfes. 



VIII. An Account of a Book. 

Mu/ao de Viante rare tiella Skilia, Maha, Cor- 
jica, Italia, Piemonte e Germania, &c. di 
Don Faolo Boccone, Sec. with additional Ke- 
markf by Mr. John Ray, F. K. S. 

TH E learned and ingenious Author of this Work, 
Ssgnior Paolo Boccme, a Gendtmao of Sicily., S3o- 
tanift to the Great Duke of fufemy, and now a Monk 
of the Ciftertian Order, of the Province of Sicily, having 
changed his Prsnomen into Sylvius, hath ruidred him- 
felf well known to the learned World, by his Writings 
published many Years fince, viz. His hones & Defcrip- 
tioms rariorum Plantation Sicili<e, Melita, Gallia & ltd' 
li<s % Printed at Oxford in the Year 1674. And his Let- 
ters 



C 4^3 ) 
rers about feveral Natural Curiofities, Written in French 
and Printed at Amfierdam. 

In this preient Wovk he gives uaa large Colk&ion of 
rare Plants, the greateft part whereof are new and von* 
defcript, curioufly delineated and engraven in a Hun- 
dred and Thirty Gcvhvo-Piates, which he divides into 
Dscads, inferibing each Decad to a Venetian Nobleman. 
Two Delects there are in this Work ; the one want of 
Method, the other of Defcriptions. i. As for Method, 
there is none at all obferved in it, the Spscies being pro- 
mifcuoufly and j.ndifcreetly placed as they came to Hand s 
without any Order or Connexion, z. Beficfes the 
Names, the Statnre and Magnitude, the Place© where 
he found them, or Perfbns from whom he received them, 
he hath to a great Number of thefe Plants added no De- 
fcriptions ot the principal parts, Root, Stalk, Leaf, 
Flower, Fruit. This, though he endeavours to exeufe 
p. £71. by telling us, That he writes to fuch as are ad- 
vanced in the Knowledge of Botanicks, who need no 
long Defcriptions. and to whom they would be rather 
tedious than ufefui, and not to Novices : Yet cats hs not 
eafily perfwade us, but that conc,ife exacl: Deieriptions 
would eafe tho, greateft Proficients of a much Trouble in 
finding out and exactly determining the Species. He had 
alfb obliged us, if he had given us the Synonyms of 
fuch as he took to have been defcribed by others before 
him, together with the Names of the Authors of filch 
Synonims and Defcriptions. This alfo lie endeavours to 
exeufe by want ot time and Books. Yet all this not- 
withftanding, we ought rather thankfully to accept whan 
he hath done, by enriching the Hiff ory of Plants with 
fuch a multitude of new Species, than to" cenfure or 
reprehend him for what we apprehend he hath omitted, 
which he might have done. 

Befide'c 
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Befides the main Subject of this Work, the Author 
intermixes many curious Obfervationsand Remarks.Phy- 
fiological and Medicinal : As for Inftance, he tells us, 
That becaufe we find not either among the Ancients or 
Moderns any A'caiick Medicine drawn only from a Am- 
ple Vegetable, without any other Preparation but meer 
Trituration, therefore he will in this Observation (which 
is the fecond in number) communicate an Antacid Me- 
dicine of much Efficacy in curing the biting of a Mad 
Dog, of a Viper or other Serpent, or Fevers, Cholicks, 
Wounds, &c. called by the Palermitanes, Sanatodos ; 
which is only a part of a Plant of no great Account 
among Herbarifts, in brief, it is nothing elfe but the 
Sponge of the Dogs- Role, called by fome Bedeguar, 
dried, and grofly pulverized. For the biting of a Vi- 
per, after Scarification and Cupping, fprinkic upon the 
Wound the Powder of Sanatodos, and afterwards give to 
drink in generous Wine a good Quantity of the fame 
Powder feveral times. For the biting of a mid Dog, 
give of the faid Powder inwardly , and apply it 
outwardly to the Wound, firft moiften'd in Strong 
Wine, or Oyl-Olive, in like manner ufe it for the 
Hinging of a Scorpion. For continual Fevers it is to be 
often taken in Broth or other Meats. Several other Di- 
feafes he mentions, in which it's ufeful, efpecially the 
Colick, the Pains when of, being given to drink in Red 
Wine to the Quantify of about a Drachm, it mitigates 
in hslf an Hour's time. One thing I cannot but wonder 
at, that S'gnior Boccone fhould take no Notice that the 
Boot of this Rofc had been of old celebrated by Pliny for 
the Cure of the Hydrophobia, as a Medicine revealed in 
aDrcvmi, Hi ft. Mat. L. ly. c, x. & lib. 8. c. 4. in thefc 
Words, hfambilU ad bofce anmsfuit rabidi cams morfiu, 
pavonm aqua potujq; omnis afferens odium. Nuper cujuf 
*hm militant i$ hi pnetorio mater v'ulit in quiete, ut radi 

tern 
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am Sylwflris Rof<e t Umditam fihi afpedtu pridie m ff«- 
tec r io i mitteret filio hilendant. In Lufitania res gereha- 
tur, proxima [fifpania parte ; cajuq; acridity ut milite 
a morfu canis incipiente aquas expavafcere fuperieniret 
epiflola orantis ut parent Beligioni^ Jervatufq; eft ex 
infperato , & pofiea quifquh auxilium Jimile tenia- 
vit. 

z. Another Observation he gives us concerning the 
Seed of Sophia cbirurgomm, or F/ixweed, which being 
taken in Broth or Wine entire without reducing tj Pow- 
der flops vomiting of Blood, and cures the Dylentery or 
Bloody-Flix, from whence the Plant hath its Name m 
Ettglijh ; which doth not fucceed, if it be well pounded 
or beaten to Powder ; the Reafon whereof he aligns to 
be, because the oyly-Subftance which is more apt to dt(- 
folve than to coagulate, is loofened by pounding, and 
Separated from the other parts. 

3. A Third Obfervation we (hall mention is, That in 
many Plants the Flower receives its Tincture or Colour 
from the Root. He inftances in the greater Celandine, 
whole Roots and Flowers are of a Yellow or Saffron 
Colour; the Barbery or Qxyaeantha^hich alfo hath both 
Roots and Flowers of a Yellow : The Denteilaria of 
Rondeletius, whofe Roots and Flowers agree in the fame 
vinous or Grijdeline Colour. The Acacia Indica Aiding 
&c. The Reafon whereof he affigns j becaufe the more 
fixt parts wherein the Colour confifts, preferve the fame 
Tincture without being altered by a long Circulation 
they make to the Flower. Hence he obferves, that 
thole Plants are more fit for dying Cloth, which are 
Lignole, and have their Root agreeable in Colour with 

the Flower. 

4. He gives us out of Csfalpimu, the Preparation of 
Gate, (which he takes to be the fame with Catechu) 
which is the tnfphTate Juice of the Lycium fadiam t or 

Zzz ' Tree 
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Tree called Cadira, by the Indians, which they thus prepare^ 
They divieta the Heart [ Meduh*\ of the Tree into thin Slices, 
which they grind upon a Marble, fach as Painters u(e, ami 
boyl the Powder in a fufficient Quantity of Water for Four 
and Twenty Hours, and then drain it. This Decoction <hey 
boyl again beyond the Confillency of Honey, bur not fo hard 
as Wax, of which they make Pajitlli, which being dried arc 
outwardly black, but inwardly redifh. This Opinion he ra- 
sher adheres to. than that of a late learned Traveller in India, 
who aflerts Catechu to be made up of the Juke oi the Fruit of 
Areca cr Faufel , and a certain Mineral Eui\\ of that 
Place. 

$. He preftnts us with a fort of Vi[ta>:>nn-TiZQ, which lie 
calls, Viflacium mas ficulum folio nigricans, which produces no 
eiculent Fruit, being by it (elf barren, though in refpeft of 
the Female, which it impregnates with Fruit, it may belaid 
to be fruitful. Then he gives us the Notes of Di/finflion be- 
tween the Male and Female Pifiachio, and tells us how the 
Country-men ingravidate the Female with the Flowers of the 
Male, viz,- They wait till the Female hath its Flowers expli- 
cated^ then they take, at their Difcretion, many Flowers of 
the Male, which are in Bud and juft ready to opsn, and put 
them into a VcfTel, and having encompafled them with Earth 
moiftened with Water ; they hang this Veffel with the Flow- 
ers on a Branch of the Female Piftackio, and there leave it til! 
she Flowers be dried, that fo the Powder which they (catter 
may more eafily by the he!? of the Wind bedifperfed over all 
the Branches of the Tree, and ingravidate them with Fruit. 
Other more compendious Ways he mentions, which the 
Country-men ufe of (battering the Duff or Powder of the 
Flowers of the Male upon the Female. He teils us, That the 
Male, Tor the mofr part, flowers and Scatters its Prolifick 
Powder before the Female puts forth its BiofToms (which hap- 
pens in molt Plants fuppofed to dii'erin Sex) and %'hat Pro- 
vjfion they make in that Cafe. Tbx being the general Prattue in 
Sicily, muH needs depend upon Objervatkn, that -without fo doing 
ike Trees would not be fruitful^ or at haHnot to that Degree, and 
confirms the Opinion, that there « in Plants dja a Jijfaam of 
Sea, 
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This whole Obfervation about the Tijtacbios he inleits alio 
into his Mufso di Fifica & di efperienze variato > &c. 

6. He brings an Obfervation concerning a Woman of Cham- 
ber? in Savoy, who being affli&ed with a fierce Apoplexy, af- 
ter various Medicines in vain ufed, grew lame on her whole 
Left Side from Head to Foot j whom an Emperick underta- 
king to cure, fpent Eight Boccale of Aqua Vita, and Twelve 
Potiiid of Camphire upon her, in Six Weeks time, anointing 
every Morning and Evening the whole part affected without 
any Benefit at all. The Woman mean time was with Child, 
and without luffeiing any Inconvenience, at her due time 
brought forth a Son, othcrwile per fed, fave that all his Bones 
were fo foft and tender, that he could not bear himfelf upon 
his Feet j the Bones of his Legs, as alfo his Arms and Hands 
being fo tender, that they feemed flexible Tendons : And in 
this Cafe he lived Eighteen Months. This EfTeft he, • and 
not Without Reafon, attribute-; to the Camphire. 

I have often wondred how Out-landifh Authors ffcould (b 
grofly miftakein the Orthogr. phy of Engli/h Words we find 
in their Writings. But by an Obfervation in this Book con- 
cerning the Serpentaria Virglniana (the Name and a tolerable 
Defcription whereof Signior Boccone had from one Edward 
Vainten) I perceive how it might come to pafi, viz,. They 
received thefe Words from fome illiterate EnglilhMen,and put 
them down according to the Pronunciation, fpelling them as 
Words of fuch Sound and Pronunciation in their own Lan- 
guage are fpelPd. So, doubtlefs, Edward Painten pronoun- 
cing the Word Snake-root, as the Italians do Snecrut, (we often 
pronouncing a as they do e, and they having no double o) 
Signior Boccone writes it Snecrut. But becaufe he defines far- 
ther Satisfaction concerning this Serpentaria Virgin, or Snake- 
root, I (ball give him, and others that concur with him in 
that Defire, a full and exad Defcription of the whole Plant, 
drawn up and fent me by a Perfonthat knew it very well, and 
was as well able to defcribe it, the Learned and moft Skilful 
Herbatift Mr. John Banifter, whofe unhappy and untimely 
Death cannot fufficiently be deplored. 

The Piffolccbia, or Serpentaria Virginiana hath a bufhy Root, 
confuting of a Number 6\ fmall Strings of a yellowifh Golow, 
and hot Aromatick Scent and Tafte : Thence grow One cr 
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Two finooth, at leaf} very little hairy, Stalks, round and 
mofl commonly upright, notfquarenor trayling: The leaves 
grow alternately on this fide and that,one at a Joint or Knee : 
They are thin long and pointed, coming in like a Heart at 
the Footftalk, a little Hairy above, and rough with many 
protuberant Veins underneath, and in handling they ftick a 
little ro the Fingers Near the Ground grow One or Two 
hollow Flowers, each upon its proper Foot-ftalk, different 
in Form from the Vijlolochia Cretica, or any other yet known j 
ail whole Flowsrs (if Authors Figures, or the Plants them- 
selves dried, rightly inform me) reiemble a Cows Horn, the 
top growing to the Rudiment of the Seed-Veffel, and the 
open end cut flaunting like a Drenching-Horn, whereas this 
of ours terminates with a Heel, which fupports a broad, 
round, galerniculated Lip, the Center of which opens into 
the Hollow of the Flower. The Lip is of a light ruffet or 
dirt Colour. The Seed Veffel is hexagonal, fhap'd like a 
Pear, when full grown near half an Inch in diameter. It is 
not an ever-green , but after the Seeds are ripe , the 
Leaves and Stalks begin to wither and decay. It flowers in 
May., and its Seeds are ripe in AuguH. 
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